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f you've ever wandered into Pilars . sretiDak £ " = .' -
on a Thursday evening during b & L
Singers’ Open Mic Night, then ‘
L

perhaps you’ve met the man who
playing the piano with melodic
perfection. The Fabulous Kelly
Richards (as I like to call him), has
been such a staple in the Central
Florida music scene that he’s referred 1
to as the “Orlando Piano Man.” I
first met Kelly more than twenty
years ago while he was playing twice
weekly at a piano bar in Orlando.
Kelly hosted and accompanied some =
of the most talented singers I'd had
the pleasure of meeting at that point
in my life - including Mr. Richards’
own distinct and lovely crooning.

Kelly was born Decatur, Indiana in =
1960, and started playing piano at =
the young age of four and a half. His
mother, Patricia, taught Kelly how to
read music and play the instrument
using both hands. “On Sundays, 4
Kelly reminisces, “my grandfather
would come over and offer me fifty ;
cent pieces to sing for him. My .
favorite was ‘Puff the Magic Dragon”  /
Kelly’s mom continued instructing
him until he was in the third grade, ~ =y
but she saw his potential and thought
it best he began professional training.
Lucky for him, Judy Hakes Martin - | -
a graduate from Indiana University 2
— lived just up the street from his O
house, and he began studying i ";ih - & i
under her tutelage. He even took ) )
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up a paper route to cover the cost of

his lessons, and continued studying | <

lway een my life
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the keys with Judy through 1979,
perfecting his growing repertoire
of classical and religious music.

By that time, he had won several medals
and awards for his playing and singing
and spent five years touring with a gospel
group, whose performances helped
to raise funds for various charitable
organizations. In 1980, Kelly enrolled
at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana
University, pursuing a degree in music
education - focusing on piano and voice.
It was there that a friend introduced
him to the world of Broadway music.
“It was like I'd found a new love in
showtunes,” Kelly says. “Every day, my
friends and I would pile into a practice
room, playing and singing together.”

Kelly relocated to the Sunshine State

in 1985 and began working toward |
completing his degree at the University &
of Central Florida, while playing piano &
theatrical productions, as well as EIEITEENSEIN T RINT N IS ST 121
B TR ST RV [ 0 RYZV Ml put, Kelly is...something spegial”

in several different hotels and other
venues around the Orlando area.
What began as work to supplement
his education expenses evolved into
lasting relationships' as resident
pianist. Kelly worked with the Hyatt
Regency Grand Cypress for seven
years, the Omni ChampionsGate for

six years, and the Buena Vista Palace

for an astounding twenty-one years.

After completing his degree, graduating
in 1998 with a 4.0 average, Kelly recalls,
“I was going to get a part time job selling
hot dogs on Main Street at Disney,
when my friend Jonathan Barr said I
should instead audition as a pianist.
He gave me a number to call, I set up
an audition and got hired on the spot.”

Since, Kelly has played around Disney
property, at a ton of great locations
including the majestic lobby of The
Grand Floridian, leading the always-
fun singalong at the Rose & Crown
Pub in Epcot’s United Kingdom
pavilion, in The Hollywood Brown
Derby at Disney’s Hollywood Studios,
at Epcot’s The Living Seas and Coral

P50 EENY GBTSE Rl EElen -4 Wil Universal Orlande. To purchase or listen

Reef Restaurant, throughout the Yacht SSee i eRME TN P17 o) 7 T 1l T ¢!
RQTEIS NG N YT AWl e ATy BV BTt nOd to his tenure at the Buena Vista
Music Days all around the property. [REIEISSE:61d) ST IEasloloWe FIE o)
15 R RN B CRI e RuEhi N e o @ Gl music and vocals which showcases
(OFTi T (A I ST N BV R NI i songs from Les Miserablesylhe Phantorm
N BN EVENSS s  EI -l of the Opera, and also features an
BV ATty al o=t original song written by Kelly himself.
rehearsal for the 2017 holiday season!).

Kelly shared a quote from friend and
(01119714 VA (G VSIS EN(TS IS IS'A previous client, Robert Parr, which
(S5 9IS ST TSR EE I E:3 s T A8 (O SR d S bl sums his abilities up lincredibly well:
23S TSV NI Ye T M Y “] am constantly amazed at hi§ ability?
TSI AT IR [} LI INSNS [l B o8l to play such a wide variety of music.
Al ST (Sl it lauisntitell The technique is there — clear, precise,
it gRE iRt d it il and right on target: What makes
40000181 I 100 M NS [ RTINS T Ml Kelly exceptional is the emotion he
SR T RIS 11 WA (S R TSIl supetimposesin his technique. He and
130150 ETe N SR (S Ul IS Vo e IS L&l the piano become one. The experiénce is
such a fun and collaborative way to JReJSTXeIRITRATET: st hilf: R0 S ERYINTRT 1

~do this through the magical music WsEHEIRTEI@CIIRIRT I KITN0:-F:Nilel

IDJTIOTS A E RS IR S g 1 R IOl put you back ‘together with the next
L one, but something wonderful has
ORI L1 G VAT happened in between. You are never
ST ENIBSNE VAL O e B VSER: quite the same person. You are alittle

he has played for the casts of Crazy

For You, Evita, Five Guys Named Moe, Indeed, Kelly is something special.
AW T T PRI Y Rt te Reli TSl Not.only does his talent entertainiand
5 S ERETN N R I AT S o\ Tl EVS o @ exhilarate, but his personality 'and
e R S T 2 WA RN Tl charm makes it all the much better. You
(€Tl bt AR [o) eV M beA o) (- I V@[ IR can hear Kelly’s magnificent musical | »
Christie Brinkley, Ann Miller and many B3l t-tR T MBI Y218 21 EIRBVY RIS
IO GV ATERRTINI N2V (Rl in downtown Winter'Garden and each
I VANETE SHEN WA GROMENS Syl Friday evening at BiCE Ristorante
and Excellence for “Favorite Local Bt PSR aieitit ezl s el o i1 e

NEARRO R e itelate iRt N B E A to 0 Kelly's CDs, visit http://store.cdbaby.
SR NG WG ERSSibulthit iyl com/Artist/KellyDeWayneRichards.

Kelly shared, “music has always been
my life. I knew from early on that
I wanted to be a musician, despite
everyone’s effort to push me to have
a ‘real job” But Kelly has more than
a real job - he works with his passion,
therefore he is working his dream job.

Kelly has released two CDs, each of
which are available on cdbaby.com.
The first, titled Affectionately Yours, is
a collection of piano solos with songs
from Cats, Evita, and Ice Castles. His





